
The Eagle has Landed! 

Late last week, son #3 pulled his truck into the driveway, jumped out, and much like Henny Penny, thought the sky was 
falling.  He glanced up at the commo?on just in ?me to see a magnificent eagle take off from the plumage of a tall palm 
with what looked like Davy CrockeD’s coonskin cap clutched ?ghtly in its talons.  Not so good for the squirrel, but nature 
at its cruelest and best.  The next morning, our yard was liDered with clumps of soK down and snowy white wing 
feathers ?pped with silver-gray.  It was as if the gods, in all their mischief, had abandoned their ninepins in favor of a 
thumping good pillow fight. 

This, then, sets the stage for our Spring season, a return to our roots, so to speak.  We are, aKer all, a natural history 
group, and some?mes—somehow—that gets lost in the shuffle of cooking classes, beer heists, and yes, sadly, belly 
dancing.  But this is a ?me that tries men’s souls—or at least the pa?ence of your dedicated planners who had to cancel 
far too many fall trips, thanks to COVID-19 precau?ons.  So, while we’ve organized plenty of indoor ac?vi?es, we’re really 
heading to The Great Outdoors this spring! 

Look for lots and lots of boat trips where you can fish, shell, or just sit back and enjoy the scenery en route to a bevy of 
new and familiar des?na?ons.   These include motoring up the intercoastal waterway to the Limehouse Bridge; a sunset 
cruise to No. Edisto, Fig and Botany islands; a history-packed junket to Morris Island; a barge trip through beau?ful 
Stumphole Swamp; and two Charleston Harbor cruises—a Tall Ship evening sail on the Schooner Pride and the ferry to 
Fort Sumter.   If you’re more hands-on, Steve’s concocted four wonderful creek paddles: Echaw, Horseshoe, Jeremy (all 
new) and Wadboo.  And once you’re on terra firma and have lost your sea legs, we suggest you try your hand at 
pickleball, hike the Ravenel Bridge, or bike the Spanish Moss Trail in Beaufort. 

Also on the docket are some superb, naturalist-led tours: Nemours Planta?on, Cypress Gardens, Dill Sanctuary, and Caw 
Caw, all topped off by a bird banding demonstra?on by Aaron Given of the Kiawah Conservancy.  Enroll in Astronomy 
101, and you’ll fly to the moon and dance with the stars right here in Seabrook! Back on ground, don your masks and 
head indoors for a splendid evening of chamber music or a fine Sicilian cooking demonstra?on/dinner with renowned 
interna?onal chef, Dani Manilla.  Or head downtown for three new walking tours brought to you by Al Ray (aka Al Fresco) 
of Walled City Tours.  He’ll lead us astray down some liDle-known Charleston alleys and byways, escort us on a charming 
spring home and garden tour, and school us about the history of civil rights in our fair city. 

Finally, we pay homage to the Carter family’s iconic version of ‘Let the Circle Be Unbroken’ by returning to whence we 
came: The Great Raptor.  Which brings us to one of our all-?me favorite trips of which we never ?re: The Center for the 
Birds of Prey in Awendah.  If you’ve never been, it’s, well—funtas.c!  And it’s right here on the official list of Spring 2021 
SINGH ou?ngs.  Enjoy reading through them—and spread your wings!    

Spring 2021 SINHG Trips 
(Trips with asterisks are new) 

Sp2101   Behind-the-Scenes at the Charleston Museum!*          Wed., Feb 24          9:00-1:00 PM          Leader: Carol 
Hey, folks, it’s not the same old, same old.  Gone are the stuffed birds, Pleistocene skeletons, and mummified moths.  
This ?me we’ll travel deep into the belly of the beast with the museum’s Chief of Collec?ons, Jennifer McCormick, to a 
glimpse at buried archeological treasures, historic remnants, and old tex?les.  We’re told it’ll be a new twist on an old 
theme, but anything we explore at this wonderful museum is bound to be fun.  Your fee en?tles you to this special, 
curator-led tour as well as your own self-guided meander through the galleries and special exhibi?ons.  If you’ve never 
visited the museum, it’s one of Charleston’s gems.  Founded in 1793, it is America’s first museum!  Please wear flat 
shoes. Par?cipants must be able to nego?ate stairs. 
Min: 10   Max: 20          Cost: $28.00 

Sp2102   Swamp ScouSng at Caw Caw*            Thursday, Feb. 25          Time: 9:00-1:00 PM          Leader: Carol  
Caw Caw Interpre?ve Nature Center in Ravenel is managed by Charleston County Parks & Recrea?on Commission as a 
wildlife preserve rich in natural, cultural, and historical resources.  It’s been years since we visited and we’re delighted to 
offer two day trips this spring. 

The first of these is a tour of Caw Caw Swamp, a haven for a variety of wildlife, including large salamanders like the Two-
toed Amphiuma. Who knew?!!  On this walk, a CCPRC naturalist will guide us through the swamp in search of flora and 



fauna that thrive in this boDomland and the water that collects there. This forested wetland once served as a reservoir 
for several rice planta?ons, but is used today as place for wildlife viewing and nature/history educa?on.  Please dress for 
the weather and wear comfortable walking shoes.  Bring binoculars, sunblock, camera or cell phone, water.  Also, bug 
spray, although it’s early spring and bugs should be minimal since water runs con?nually through the swamp.  Our tour 
should last about 2 hours aKer which you can join us for an op?onal lunch at Harvest Moon Lowcountry Grille. 
Min: 10   Max: 12          Cost: $21.00 (does not include opSonal lunch) 

Sp2103   Charleston Civil Rights Tour*            Wednesday, March 3          9:00–1:00 PM          Leader: Pat 
We invite you to walk the neighborhoods nearer to Calhoun Street with our guide, Al Ray, of Walled City Tours.  Here, 
we’ll learn of the heartaches and challenges of Charleston’s black community as they fought to thrive in a city where 
they were marginalized.  Topics include service in the American Revolu?on, refugees from Sainte Domingue, the 
thwarted Revolt of 1822, Reconstruc?on, civil rights leader Sep?ma P. Clark, Phillip Simmons, and the Mother Emanuel 
Massacre. 
Min: 10   Max: 10          Cost: $25.00 

Sp2104   Center for Birds of Prey             Thursday, March 4          9:15-1:15 PM                     Leader: Frank 
Birds of prey are fascina?ng.  They’re noble in bearing and majes?c in flight.  These wonderful creatures are sen?nel 
species for the health of the environment.  The Center for Birds of Prey in Awendaw is a top-line lowcountry research 
center and tourist aDrac?on that educates the public and works to protect and preserve eagles, hawks, owls, and 
vultures as natural parts of the wild landscape.   We’re privileged to offer a guided tour of the Center, where we’ll see 
these magnificent fliers up close and in ac?on on the wing.   As we’ll see during the tour, the Center also serves as a 
treatment and recupera?on center for injured birds—saving and returning to the wild more than 600 birds every year.   
As a bonus, there are bird-watching paths at the Center that provide fine opportuni?es for observing the many species 
that abound in the area. Bring camera and binoculars.  Some of you may wish to dine aKerwards at the nearby Seewee 
Restaurant in Awendaw. 
Min: 10   Max: 50          Cost: $22.00 

Sp2105   Near Shore Fishing             Tuesday, March 9          7:45-12:15 PM                       Leader: Julia 
Many SINHG members have asked about a deep-sea fishing charter excursion, so we checked into that op?on and also 
the less expensive op?on of near-shore reef fishing.  The details are as follows: we’ll be cruising out up to 10 nau?cal 
miles on a 25’ SeeVee to fish for redfish, trout, flounder, black sea bass, bluefish, sheepshead and sharks. All fuel, ice, 
bait, tackle, and fishing licenses are included with the charter. You’ll need to bring food and something to drink. 
Sunscreen, sunglasses, and boat-soled shoes are recommended. 
Min: 4   Max: 12          Cost: $170.00 

Sp2106   Ravenel Bridge Walk             Wednesday, March 10          9:15-1:30 PM         Leader: Carol 
Okay, folks, it’s crunch ?me, i.e. ?me to brush the Twinkie crumbs off your chin, lace up your Nikes, and experience the 
exhilara?on of walking where deer never run.  We’ll park prac?cally under the bridge at Memorial Waterfront Park in Mt. 
Pleasant to begin our trek.  The bridge uphills are a liDle strenuous (more so from the MP side) but you can walk at your 
own pace and rest whenever you like.  At midpoint there are benches where we’ll regroup and enjoy the absolutely 
spectacular view of the harbor.  When we reach the Charleston side, we’ll refuel (lunch, light snacks, etc.) at Mercan?le 
and Mash in the wonderfully renovated Old Cigar Factory building—a des?na?on itself.  AKerwards we’ll retrace our 
steps to our pa?ently wai?ng cars.  Bring sun protec?on, water, a windbreaker and cell/camera.  Extensive walking. 
Min: 5   Max: 20          Cost: none 

Sp2107   Beading Your Own Stretchy Bracelet           Thursday, Mar. 11          2:45-5:15 PM          Leader: Lynn B. 
We ran this trip for this first ?me in Spring 2020.  It was a huge success and all the par?cipants made at least 3 or more 
lovely bracelets.  A liDle nervous to make your own beaded stretchy bracelet? Don't be! No talent or experience is 
necessary. Our talented instructor will guide us step-by-step! You’ll be amazed at your very own work that you’ll be 
proud to wear!  Join Lynn in making your own beaded stretchy bracelet with our guest ar?st Barbara Clawson.  Our class 
will be held at the Lakehouse so we won’t be traveling far. Come for fun—beading may become your next hobby!  
Min: 8   Max: 10          Cost: $40.00 

Sp2108   Echaw Creek Kayak/Paddle*            Wednesday, March 17          8:00-2:00 PM          Leader: Steve 



Echaw Creek is a blackwater tributary of the Santee River.  This is a great example of mature oak/hickory forest and 
cypress/gum swamp ecosystems with some of the oldest cypress trees in the SC lowcountry. During this paddle we’ll 
pass iconic "walking trees" that are always interes?ng to see.  Common wildlife sigh?ngs are a variety of songbirds, 
turkey, deer, oDer, and the occasional bobcat.  There is also evidence of the old rice culture that was once dominant in 
the Lowcountry of South Carolina.  We’ll paddle out to the mighty Santee River and peek at it before returning to Pitch 
Landing. 
Min: 15   Max: 18          Cost: $48.00 

Sp2109   Astronomy 101              Wednesday, March 17          6:45-9:45 PM          Leader: Lynn B. 
We have a fantas?c view of the night sky here in Seabrook Island with minimum light pollu?on.  Have you wondered 
what you’re looking at in the night sky?  How can you easily tell a star from a planet, a constella?on from a galaxy?  What 
can you see with a set of binoculars or your naked eye?  Dr. Ashley PagnoDa, Assistant Professor in the CofC Department 
of Physics and Astronomy is coming to the Oyster Catcher Community Center to give a session on interpre?ng the night 
sky, with ?me to go out into the parking lot and experience your new knowledge.  She’ll stay for the night observa?on 
and answer your ques?ons as you iden?fy different aspects of the night sky.  Minimum walking required. 
Min: 15   Max: 20          Cost: $22.00   

Sp2110   McLeod PlantaSon Tour             Thursday, March 18          9:45-12:30 PM          Leader: Julia 

We’ll step back in ?me while visi?ng this historic, antebellum Planta?on, located at the intersec?on of Country Club and 
Folly Roads.  It originated in 1695 and was one of the largest coDon planta?ons of the Sea Islands, stretching as far as 
present-day Lowes.  Those magnificent live oaks at Ellis Park were all a part of the original homestead.  In 1851 William 
McLeod purchased the land and built the current planta?on home.  It later evolved into a Civil War Headquarters for 
Union and Confederate troops, a Freedman’s Bureau site and a truck farm in the 20th Century.  Our 2-hour guided tour 
will include the history of the property, its occupants, and its evolu?on to current ?me.  This is a superb tour given from 
the point of view of the slaves and freed men that lived here.  It features the newly restored planta?on home and the 
original slave cabins. 
Min: 10   Max: 20          Cost: $13.00 

Sp2111   South Carolina Historical Society Museum          Tuesday, March 23          9:00–1:00 PM          Leader: Lynn B. 
South Carolina’s extensive historical archives and annals are once again on display in the newly-renovated and reopened 
Robert Mills’ “Fireproof Building,” a Na?onal Historic Landmark Building. The impressive Fireproof Building’s unique 
method of construc?on is considered to be the oldest in the na?on. The building ini?ally opened in December 1826; its 
recent renova?on keeps much of it as it was originally. 

Individual galleries with themed exhibits display mul?ple aspects that have shaped the state and na?on from ar?facts 
including Francis Marion’s powder horn and an 1855 daguerreotype, to galleries featuring natural disasters (e.g. the     
Earthquake of 1886, complete with photographs), to touchscreens for learning about several South Carolinians’ ar?s?c 
legacy, to southern cuisine and Gullah culture.  The extensive displays will enchant even the most diverse group of 
museum goers.  AKer our guided tour, we’ll be permiDed to go back into the galleries to see it over again at our leisure.  
AKerwards, you’re welcome to take in an op?onal lunch at a nearby restaurant. 
Min: 10   Max: 20          Cost $17.00 

Sp2112   Charleston Alleys & Byways Tour*            Wednesday, March 24          9:00-1:00 PM          Leader: Pat 
Charles Towne was laid out on a Grand Model by 1680.  But a community so rich required defenses, and that plan 
collapsed as the ci?zens retreated behind a wall.  Spacious lots were subdivided, and narrow alleys and byways emerged. 
Join Walled City Tours guide, Al Ray and explore these alleys, hearing tales of those who lived in the shadows. 
Min: 10   Max: 10  Cost: $25.00 

Sp2113   Sweetgrass Basket Making Class           Thursday, March 25          9:00-1:00 PM          Leader: Lynn B. 
This is one of our most popular and fun classes. You’ll be proud of the small basket you make and take home.  It’s 
fascina?ng to learn what it takes to make these beau?ful low country baskets.  Our wonderful, ever pa?ent teacher is 
Sarah Edwards-Hammond, one of Charleston’s finest sweetgrass ar?sts and a 3rd genera?on basket-maker, having 
learned the craK from her mother and grandmother.  She has taught basket-making in schools, clubs, and museums all 



over the state and is proud to be an annual instructor for many years at the John C. Campbell Folk School, located in 
Brasstown, NC.  Our class will be held in the Eagles Nest Art Room at the Lake House.   
Min: 6   Max: 14          Cost: $67.00 (includes all materials) 

Sp2114   Georgetown PlantaSon Tour             Friday, March 26          7:45-6:00 PM          Leader: Julia 

A SINHG favorite, this is the 74th running of the Georgetown Planta?on Tour! Sponsored by the Episcopal Church Women 
of Prince George Winyah Parish, this tour features pre-Revolu?onary and antebellum churches as well as privately owned 
town houses and planta?ons.  There will be a lot of walking—wear low-heeled shoes (for your comfort as well as the 
protec?on of old floors and rugs).  For more details, as well as informa?on about tour events taking place, please check 
the website: www.pgwinyah.org  Because of the 2-hour drive ?me and the number of homes we’ll visit, this will be a 
self-guided tour.  ReservaSons are pre-paid.  No refund if your reservaSon cannot be used by the waiSng list. 
Min: 10   Max: 20          Cost: $50.00 

Sp2115   Nemours Wildlife FoundaSon*            Tuesday, March 30           7:30-1:00 PM          Leader: Julia 
This will be SINHG’s first trip to the ACE Basin planta?on owned by the Nemours Wildlife Founda?on which was created 
aKer the death of Eugene DuPont III in 1985. DuPont began assembling the property in 1950; it now comprises 9,800 
acres of a former rice planta?on owned and operated by descendants of Henry Middleton from 1762 to 1912.  Our tour 
will begin with an overview of the history of the planta?on followed by a fun wagon ride to observe the seasonal 
waterfowl that originally drew wealthy northerners to the region for hun?ng.  Binoculars and spoyng scopes will be 
provided.  Following the tour, you’re welcome to picnic on the grounds before heading home.  Your fee is a dona.on to 
the Nemours Founda.on. 
Min: 10   Max: 10          Cost: $15.00  

Sp2116   Chamber Music of Charleston Evening In-home Concert*          Tuesday, March 30          7:00-9:00 PM          
Leader: Jean  
The master musicians of the Chamber Music of Charleston will return to the comfortable home of John and Jean Conyers 
to perform an amazing program for piano and winds. If you haven’t had the opportunity to enjoy the special in-home 
concerts by this wonderful group of professional musicians, now is your chance. Come relax, be entertained and enjoy 
the warmth of this unique musical experience. Wine and light refreshments will be served following the performance. 

Program Highlights 
Lalliet TerzeDo Op. 22 for Oboe, Bassoon and Piano 

Poulenc Sonata for Clarinet and Piano 
Shostakovich Jazz Suite for Oboe, Clarinet, Bassoon and Piano 

Musicians: Charlie Messersmith, clarinet; Zac Hammond, oboe; Sandra Nikolajevs, bassoon; Chee-Hang See, piano 
Min: 35   Max: 40          Cost: $53.00 

Sp2117   Horseshoe Creek Kayak/Paddle*          Wednesday, March 31          8:15-1:15 PM          Leader: Steve

Join us for a 2-hour paddle on Horseshoe Creek, a tributary of the Ashepoo River, and enjoy the ACE Basin.  This is one of 
the 3 rivers that make up the ACE Basin (Ashepoo, Combahee and Edisto), "One of the Last Great Places on Earth." This is 
a blackwater creek through marsh of old rice fields. View wading birds, songbirds and possibly alligators in this beau?ful 
natural area.  (All kayaks, personal flota?on devices and paddles are provided on our trips.) 
Min: 15   Max: 20          Cost: $57.50    

Sp2118   Cypress Gardens               Thursday, April 1          8:30-2:00 PM          Leader: Carol 
Cypress Gardens closure following the devasta?ng floods of October 2015 lasted almost 4 years.  It reopened in the 
Spring of 2019 aKer a $2.1 million restora?on.  Located in Moncks Corner, this lovely park, known for its trademark 
cypress trees, has been featured in films such as The Patriot and The Notebook.  Our morning will feature a short walking 
tour of the gardens, followed by a boat tour of the swamp, both with the park naturalist.  Op?onal lunch is not included 
in the cost. 
Min:  10   Max: 15     Cost: $19.00 

Sp2119   Shelling on Botany Island*       Tues., April 6 (rain date: Thurs, April 8)         10:15-12:30 PM          Leader: Carol 

http://www.pgwinyah.org


This trip is brought to you by our good neighbors at St. Johns Boat Tours and promises to be a leisurely morning cruise.  
We’ll leave from St. Johns boat dock located just past the Freshfield Circle off Betsy Kerrison and motor gently to Botany 
Island, passing Rockville and Cherry Point.  En route we should see dolphins and plenty of sea birds.  Once on shore we’ll 
spend about a half hour scouring the beach for shells with our guide before motoring back home.  You may wish to bring 
a windbreaker, sun block, water, cell or camera, binoculars, and a bag to hold your new-found treasures!  The rain date 
for this trip is Thursday, April 8.  If you sign up, please keep that date free in case we run into bad weather. 
Min: 20   Max: 35          Cost: $42.00 

Sp2120   Savory Secrets of Sicily: Cooking with Dani Manilla*         Tuesday, April 6          5:00-9:00 PM          Leader: Jean 
Join us for a cooking demonstra?on and tas?ng of Italian favorites at the home of Tom and Linda Sivert on Seabrook 
Island. Sicily is the largest island in the Mediterranean and has been inhabited for over 10,000 years. This fascina?ng 
cuisine evolved from Greek, Arab, Italian, and French influences. Chef Dani recently spent several weeks exploring Sicily 
and its cuisine and is thrilled to share some of the recipes she discovered on this cap?va?ng island.  Dani Manilla has 
been involved in the culinary world for over 30 years. She has been a caterer, culinary instructor, and chef in California, 
the south of France, and Charleston. Bon Appé.t has featured her as a great chef and her recipes have been published in 
several cooking magazines. Dani moved to Charleston from France in 2011 and currently divides her ?me between the 
two loca?ons.  Menu includes:  

Caponata: tradi?onal Sicilian sweet and sour an?pasto with eggplant, fennel, capers and golden raisins 
Arancini: rice balls stuffed with mozzarella and meat ragû then fried to a crisp. 
Pasta Trapanese: Sicily’s version of pesto from the charming city Trapani, this delicious sauce of tomatoes, almonds, 
and garlic gets an extra kick from sun-dried tomatoes. 
AmareB: these tender almond cookies are the perfect ending to any meal.   

Bring your own bo,le of wine and enjoy the Italian cuisine while learning to make these Sicilian favorites.  
Min: 10   Max: 13          Cost: $80    

Sp2121   Charleston Home and Garden Tour*            Wednesday, April 7          9:00-1:00 PM          Leader: Pat 
Explore Charleston’s history within the context of the built environment and discover ‘the how’ and ‘the why’ Charleston 
evolved as it did. We’ll tour a museum home and walk the streets discussing architectural styles and periods, garden 
design and plan?ngs!  This is a Walled City tour with guide Al Ray. 
Min: 10   Max: 10          Cost: $40.00 

Sp2122   Morris Island with Dr. Stephen Wise            Friday, April 9          10:30-3:30 PM          Leader: Frank 
This is an exci?ng mixture of natural and cultural history here in the Lowcountry. Our journey begins on Bowens Island as 
we cruise through pris?ne ?dal creeks aboard a Carolina Skiff bay boat out to Morris Island and the historic Morris Island 
Lighthouse. As you cruise the six miles out to the uninhabited barrier island, the Captain from Charleston Outdoor 
Adventures will discuss na?ve wildlife and the diverse ecosystems of the Lowcountry. While on Morris Island, we'll have 
the unique opportunity to learn from Dr. Stephen Wise, renowned author and historian, about the role of the island in in 
the Union Campaign to capture Charleston.  Morris Island was the site of the Union Army defeat that was par?ally 
fic?onalized in the move, GLORY, where the 54th MassachuseDs Infantry Regiment, the Union Army's first African-
American regiment in the American Civil War stood and fell.  Please be advised we will not be entering the closed Morris 
Lighthouse which has been closed for some ?me. 
Min: 16   Max: 18          Cost: $65.00 

Sp2123   Take-a-Hike at Dill Sanctuary*            Tuesday, April 13          9:15-12:15 PM          Leader: Carol 
Join Natural History Curator MaD Gibson on a nature walk through The Charleston Museum’s Dill Sanctuary, where you’ll 
get an in-depth look at the ecological diversity of the Lowcountry.  If you’ve toured with MaD before, you know his 
knowledge is encyclopedic and his love of nature catching.  We’ll learn about invasive and non-invasive species, nega?ve 
impacts on endangered plants and animals and steps you can take to help conserve our environment.  Also, bring your 
binoculars! You’ll discover birds that call Dill Sanctuary home and learn why this is an important stop along migra?on 
routes.  All of you are encouraged to take photographs and submit your findings to ci?zen science projects such as 
‘iNaturalist.’ 
Min: 10   Max: 20          Cost: $20.00 

Sp2124   Wadboo Creek Paddle             Wednesday, April 14          8:15-1:30 PM          Leader: Steve 



Wadboo Creek is a natural Tributary of the Cooper River. The creek is surrounded by old reclaimed rice fields.  There are 
wonderful wildlife viewing opportuni?es all along this rich ecological habitat.  Once on the Cooper River we’ll paddle by 
Old Santee Canal Park, which is where the famous Old Santee Canal entered into the Cooper River, and which is also 
where the Tailrace Canal connects with the Cooper River.  This area is rich in history.  We’ll learn about the na?ve 
Americans and the Cherokee Path that ran through here, Stoney Landing and the mysterious "LiDle David" semi-
submersible, as well as the Santee Cooper lake system that was built in the 1930's, and much more.  If the ?de permits, 
we may go upstream to see the caves along the banks in which Francis Marion (Swamp Fox) hid from the Bri?sh. 
Min: 15   Max: 18          Cost: $52.00 

Sp2125   Schooner Pride Wine TasSng            Wednesday, April 14          4:00-8:00 PM          Leader: Jim  
Experience the wonder of sailing Charleston Harbor on a classic 84’ Tall Ship.  Sit back and watch the wind fill the sails, 
moving the Schooner Pride through the waters of one of the oldest ports in the country!  Board the Schooner Pride for a 
relaxing evening with Advantage Distribu?ng and Foodies Catering.   Advantage wines invites you to enjoy some of their 
favorite wines and sample some light hors d'oeuvres from Foodies catering. Each cruise will feature 4-5 wines hand 
selected and shared with you!   Some steps are needed to navigate to the bathroom. Schooner Pride is docked next to 
the Aquarium in downtown Charleston on the Cooper River.  The Aquarium parking garage is located nearby. 

Min: 15   Max: 34          Cost: $80.00 

Sp2126   Biking the Spanish Moss Trail, Beaufort, SC.*          Thursday. April 15 (rain date April 22)          8:30–3:30 PM 
Leaders: Melodie & Jean   
Do you enjoy a 20 mile bike ride on a flat, paved, dedicated bike trail?  The Spanish Moss Trail is an expanding rails-to-
trails greenway located in the heart of Northern Beaufort County, SC on the historic Magnolia Line Railroad. It has 
become a “must experience” acSvity for residents and visitors alike.  The trail is a 12-foot wide, paved dedicated path 
offering spectacular lowcountry water and marsh views, coastal wildlife viewing, and historic points of interest as it 
meanders through Spanish Moss draped neighborhoods.  ParScipants must: 

• Supply and transport their own bicycle to the Trailhead near Beaufort (approx. 1.5 hours from Seabrook Island) 
• Wear a bicycle helmet – NO EXCEPTIONS! 
• Bring water to drink 
• Be able to ride 20 miles on a flat dedicated bike path and maintain a speed of approximately 12 MPH 
• Op?onal side trip for lunch in Historic Beaufort, (approx. 3.0 miles round trip, must be a confident enough rider 

to ride on the side of an open road). A list of restaurants offering outside sea?ng/carryout will be provided.  
Min: 6   Max: 12          Cost: none 

Sp2127   Caw Caw Nature Walk*              Friday, April 16          9:00-1:00 PM          Leader: Carol 

This is the second of our two Caw Caw trips, and promises to be a deligh}ul spring ou?ng.  Once serving as several rice 
planta?ons, the Caw Caw Interpre?ve Center is now habitat managed for wildlife.  On this nature walk you’ll observe 
different ecological habitats including freshwater/brackish water impoundments, ?dal salt marsh, and mul?ple forest 
communi?es, all the while exploring flora and fauna at the height of Spring.  Mid-April is prime songbird migra?on—be 
sure to bring binoculars!  Walking is easy and level but please wear comfortable shoes.  Bring water, sun block cell phone 
(camera), binoculars, and bug spray.  Water is constantly flowing through swamp areas so bugs should be minimal.  
Op?onal lunch at Harvest Moon Grille. 

Min: 10   Max: 20          Cost: $21.00 (does not include opSonal lunch) 

Sp2128   St. Johns Sunset Cruise*          Tues., April 20 (rain date Thursday, April 22)         5:15–7:45 PM        Leader: Julia 

Our boat, the Pirate Lady, holds 25-35 adventurers and takes off from a private dock right near the Kiawah/Seabrook 
Circle. Our 2-hour cruise will take us first to Rockville and Cherry Point We’ll then head to North Edisto and on towards 
Botany Island and Fig Island. Hopefully we’ll dolphin-watch along the way.  This should be a lovely, informa?ve cruise. 
Please bring a hat, BYOB, and a windbreaker. Rain date is the Thursday, April 22—if you sign up, please keep this date 
free in case we have bad weather. 



Min: 25   Max: 35          Cost: $42.00  

Sp2129   Pickleball*              Wednesday, April 21          1:00-3:00 PM             Leader: Pat           
Have	you	ever	wondered	what’s	the	fastest	growing	sport	in	the	country?		Pickleball!	 	We	have	courts	right	here	in	
Seabrook.	 	It’s	a	game	that	requires	more	strategy	than	athletic	ability,	although	hand-eye	coordination	is	a	must.		
Come	enjoy	a	demonstration	game,	learn	tips	and	tricks	from	the	Pickleball	pro	at	the	Racket	Club	and	get	a	chance	
to	play.		(Club	membership	is	not	required.)	
Min:	9			Max:	9									Cost:	$5.00											

Sp2130   Fort Sumter              Friday, April 23           10:45-2:45 PM          Leader: Lynn M. 
Fort Sumter Na?onal Historical Park sits prominently at the mouth of the Charleston Harbor, a strategic loca?on that was 
crucial to its defense. Your tour vessel will cruise to Fort Sumter from Liberty Square in downtown Charleston. The Arthur 
Ravenel Jr. Bridge provides the backdrop for all Fort Sumter cruises, with Charleston’s stately Rainbow Row and BaDery 
homes clearly seen from onboard. Approaching Fort Sumter, graceful sailboats and playful dolphins add to the 
photogenic scene.   Our trip includes a narrated boat ride to and from the Fort, and an hour long self-guided tour of 
Sumter. 
Min: 15   Max: 25          Cost:  $29.00 

Sp2131   St. Johns Intracoastal Cruise*        Tues., April 27 (rain date Wed., April 28)        8:45-12:15 PM       Leader: Julia 

Our boat, Pirate Lady holds 25-35 adventurers and takes off from a private dock right near the Kiawah/Seabrook Circle. 
Our 3-hour cruise will take us up the Bohicket River towards the intercoastal waterway and Limehouse bridge.  Have you 
ever wondered what some of those deep-water real estate proper?es or horse farms look like from the river?  The 
Captain says that there’s a shipyard along the way.  This should be a lovely, relaxing, informa?ve cruise. Please bring 
sunblock, hat, and a windbreaker. Rain date is the Wednesday, April 28—if you sign up, please keep this date free in case 
we have bad weather. 
Min: 25   Max: 35          Cost: $63.00             

Sp2132   Jeremy Creek Kayak/Paddle*            Wednesday, April 28          8:00-2:00 PM          Leader: Steve 
We begin our paddle on Jeremy Creek, located in the historic shrimping village of McClellanville. As we kayak past 
historical coastal homes and shrimp boats, we head out into the harbor. Islands of spar?na and needlerush line the 
banks of our journey as we paddle through saltwater creeks to experience the living history of this unique area. The area 
is bordered by 64,000 acres of the Cape Romain Wildlife Refuge and another 11,000 acres of the Santee coastal Reserve; 
it is also just north of the Francis Marion Na?onal Forest. This pris?ne wilderness is famous for its "Bulls Bay oysters" and 
delicious shrimp. As we explore the creeks, we usually see dolphin, fish, and several species of coastal birds.  There is the 
possibility of stopping at the shrimp docks aKer our paddle. 
Min: 15   Max: 20          Cost: $48 

Sp2133   Stumphole Swamp Boat Tour            Thursday, April 29          8:00-2:00 PM          Leader: Julia 
Who can resist a trip with a name like Stumphole Swamp?!!  This is another wonderful Fisheagle tour.  This 2-hour 
pontoon boat tour originates at Santee State Park.  An?cipate seeing eagle fledglings and several species of wading birds: 
egrets, herons, anhingas, ducks and neo-tropical songbirds (i.e. migra?ng from select parts of Central and South 
America).  Along the way, we’ll journey through ‘Osprey Village’ where over 20 osprey nests populate the swamp.  The 
voyage meanders through a bald cypress and water tupelo forest that is absolutely beau?ful.  Lunch is not included in 
the cost, but you may wish to stop at Lone Star BBQ and Mercan?le, an event in and of itself.  Be sure to bring binoculars 
and a camera.  Par?cipants must be able to step up to board the boat. 
Min: 15   Max: 30          Cost: $31.00             

Sp2134   Bird Banding DemonstraSon by Kiawah Conservancy*        Friday, April 30         7:45-9:45 AM          Leader: Jim  
Every fall, Aaron Given of the Kiawah Conservancy sets up twenty-five 40’ mist nets on Captain Sam’s Spit where, over 
the next couple of months, he collects birds for banding, measuring, and weighing. Normally Aaron would lead us on a 
wonderful ou?ng, but, unfortunately, we had to cancel this Fall trip because of Covid restric?ons.  To con?nue our bird- 
loving experience, Aaron has devised a Spring ou?ng during which he’ll demonstrate how the capture and bird banding is 
performed.  To this effect, he has installed a mul?tude of bird feeders behind the new Kiawah Town Hall Building to 
aDract songbirds to this marsh lagoon seyng.   In late April we’ll have many colorful birds to see, including painted 
bun?ngs which Aaron has chosen for this effort.  In addi?on to a wonderful morning ou?ng, we can con?nue our support 



of the Kiawah Conservancy.  Bring binoculars, bug spray, and, of course, your cell phone or camera to take photos.  Your 
fee is a dona>on to Aaron’s work at the Kiawah Conservancy.   
Min: 12   Max: 16          Cost: $20 

Sp2135   Charles River Labs (Horseshoe Crabs)          Tuesday, May 11          9:00-12:00 Noon          Leader: Lynn M. 
Every spring, hundreds of thousands of Atlan?c Horseshoe Crabs travel to the beaches and ?dal pools of the Low 
Country to spawn.  During this 3-month period, crabs are collected, taken to the Charles River Labs in West Ashley where 
they “donate” about 30% of their baby blue blood and then are returned to the water.  This is all done because the 
Horseshoe Crab’s copper-based blood has proper?es which can detect mere traces of bacterial presence and trap them 
in inescapable clots.  Every injectable drug cer?fied by the FDA must be tested using LAL (Limulus amebocyte lysate), as 
do surgical implants such as pacemakers and prosthe?c devices.  Join us for a tour of the Charles River Labs to view how 
the crabs are processed.  We last did this trip in the Spring of 2017 and it was a tremendous hit.  Tour aDendees should 
wear comfortable shoes; ladies are asked not to wear heels.   
Min: 10   Max: 20          Cost: $11.00    


